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business of living is subsidiary to them. . . . All this,
perhaps, will seem commonplace to the reader. But I
would ask him, especially if he is a teacher, to note the
fact . . . that because they are activities of the spirit
they are to be exercised for their own sake.
Yet the philosophy of the spirit is true ; and we cannot
make education easier by ignoring its truth; we cannot
teach well through fear; whether our own fear or the
fear of the pupil. The best way to prevent a boy from
going to the bad is to teach him to go to the good; and
he can only be taught to go to the good by those who know
what the good is. Obedience in itself is not good or bad ;
the young must learn it only because they have to learn,
and you cannot learn without obedience. But they should
be made to understand that obedience is only a means to
an end and that end the freedom of the spirit to exercise
its own proper activities. A boy cannot be taught what
is good or true or beautiful. He can only be trained so
that he may find out for himself what is good or true or
beautiful, so that his desires of the flesh may not overcome
his desires of the spirit.
Actable Education *
And what of the education we are giving to children in
the schools, and to young men and women in the universi-
ties ? Is it actable education ? Is it of the kind they can
follow up and develop into continuous culture of a life-
time ? Will it help them to enjoy the universe and to love
it, or will it merely swell the army of exploiters who would
make what they can out of the blind machine and so in-
crease the confusion into which the unhappy drama is
now drifting ? Will their education cease the moment they
leave school, as a thing for which they have no further use,
1 From * Education and Religion', in A Living Universe, ?y/
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